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25X1X THIS IS UNEVALUATED

The Overseas Chinese Older Generation; . I ‘
“ i | N ! \

The older generation who normally W 1 .d hina, a h‘ouse
tire to, and would be planning to urn there in old age, have had th
ty in China confiscated, They do ‘no lnow send money there ! (unless }a sm‘all amount
permitted by the country where they1 ow live and then only in! hopes it ;'nay help
some relative in distress), and hB.Vﬁ ibandoned all hope of return. \Al’chougn}their
sentiments have not changed,: they 1n ”Bimply consider ..hemaelves cut off without
any material ties to China, and interest themselves only 1 the pla.ce where tl.ey
now live. I :
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l}y divided into two groups:

2. The Overseas Chinese Younger Gene‘

|
a. The younger generation is baa{c

I
a.
|
IS

(1) Those with money go abroa L L r ‘an education, 'nla.nninglto return|to thedir
overseas home to carry on|| J fe.mily enterprises. |That 1s their first
interest. | Co ‘ ‘

(2) The ambitious poor are d-- ~L.o Communist China for ‘an sducation, i
for there they can have e ..»bﬂ.rion at no cost, be u ppor’t:eu in ‘che pro-
cess and be guaranteed Jop‘s when they complete ‘the; course s. I'hey |
feel that they will have owem and opportunities de nied them overseas|.

1]

b. There are mixed motives here - aoniq:timee a rerl interest in communian‘x among
the youth beceuse it seems to promipe them status denieai them smwhere eluﬁ »
sometimes an interest in commua iam’only as a. means to an education. |For not

only do white colonial adminis rat:’.ona deny them equn.li'::y of atatus no mat-

ter what their financial ‘:osit on [may be, but also native udmini':trationa ‘
and peoples deny them equality,“ andl. the Overseas Chinese f£inds himsel? more ;
and more in the position of a mino:q:l.ty menber of a soclety yhich|can [dis\.r;minate
, u.s. Dff gials Only o ‘ ?
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against him and does because it resents ard fears his economic power.

c. The e is one very cl ar issue here in the Alnde of the realistic young
Overseas Chinese. H? 'knows tnat the only ghance he has for demanding and
getting equality of §tatus is to do so as the citizen of a strong (OUDLP;,
therefore, his need criterion of Communist |Cnina is single - China's nationﬁl
‘strength If the CC /—h*nese Communist Party/ can keep control of a uxlf;uu
China, defy the UN on ‘the battlefield, aud‘have the backing of powerful

Sovi?t Russia, then he is all for Communist China.

| \
d. All Overseas chineee, none of them really Qolitlcally minded at heart but
‘only interested in sur71val, will submit tq and colleborate with whatever

government is in powér in the place where they live. All of them, except.
hose older ones uhoihave lost prcperty in China, ere interested not in |

the politics or policieq per se of ma1nlanu China but in whether she io‘atrong
Fheir desire goes bLyond the first fact that they are interested in China’®

tréﬂgth as protcutién for themselves in varying degrees, and vexy otzodé

‘China is their real honeland alter all At least 70 per cent of the 1ntc1~
‘ectuals will judge Communist China solely by whether she is strong in the
orld of nations. ‘ ‘\

i i ‘ ! 1
|
Their Attitude Tovard FormOba ‘ i 1

I |
Thelr a?gitude toward Poqmosa is completely conbistent with their attitude Luwhrd
Communist China. It is whﬁlly realistic., In the past the KMT /Kuo Min T&ng/did

nothingffor the Overseas Chinese, and its only interest in them took the IOLm ‘of

req%ésts for mouey. Today what cen the KMP do for them? It still asks for monLy.

So yheir solc criterion fPL supporting the KMP is its abllity to return angd LQ
conqﬁer the mainland. They know the KMI' cannot| do this.  Ideals and puLiticul

priTTip]ef are negligible fahtOLJ. The veal issue in their minds is powey.
Overseas Chinese Attitlude Towu;d the US

I

\
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B y ' |
The Qve#Seab Chinese buaipessmen and thiunkers c¢ rtu;nly, and probably wno VEICS2ES
communiﬁies as 8 whole, are very much eware of US strength and general ains. || Tuo

things 1nderllc itheir geuér&l atititude toward Lhe Us: |
he‘Fgct thet the US came to the assistance |of the Koreans, and
g
ThE;Eignificance of USraid ia vericus forms clscwncre in Asia.
|
So, élth#ubu thiey heve QLup -rooted memories of opyIEbSlOn and denial of stats
Wcstern ‘cwlonial powers, thny are generally Iavu;ably disposed towaerd the Us.'|
Again, this attitude is uot only on the reu istic basis of US strength, “at Q1,o,
very]importautly, on whet {the US has actually done. They are watching yuli\leb
and 9Etionb in Asia. The |US, not Formosa, is the symbol; of Western free idedls
and sﬁrength - Strength first, and they hope for specific US interest in the whole
Over'' a~|Chinese problem.| In a sense 1t 1s accurate to say that in their MIHdE

the #estlof strength in Aéia is between U3 and Communist: China, although tth may

not p‘t ?t s0 specifically.
| i
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The Most|Crucial Issue

‘\‘

\
|l
At the prepent ‘time éfunuary 19547, the most crucial issue is not what Commur p;
Chin& and the US do generally, but the position af the Overseas Chinese in thyiir
own overseas communities, It is the deep, and in many places growing, cleavapi

bstween the Chinese and tne native populations, | It is caused by the economic|!
position‘(power of LompJefF monopoly in some plaFes, for instance ag*lhulturnr
credit in Indoresis, and near control in many sectors of the economy in other
placda) which the Chinese havc built up over thn‘yenrs. ‘Indonesia is denylndl
export import licenses to Fhinmse Thailand bars them from 1h qifferent trade av%
tivities. This current tundency to strip the Oerseas Chinese of ccuonomic power
has threé dire“t effects: .| | | |

‘ |
a., It hurts the local economy, for the Chines¢ elenent 1s not & hair or a
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fingernail which cen be plucked cat with only minor, effect; to cut it
off is to sever a limb. |

b. It threatens the security of the many Chinese comujnicies,compietaly
disrupting them. !

¢. Because as & policy it is associated with local governments supported
by the US and the West, governments linked to democratic concepts very
often, and it is undemocratic and discriminatory izi the eyes of the
Chinese, it shakes their belief in democracy. ‘

What Can the US Do?

|

It is obvious that it is difficult and dangerous, if not impossible, in the

context of Asian national pride and the total force of }nationalist drives

everywhere in 4sia, for the US to exert direct influence. Hiwever, here are
some steps the US can take which would have great influence.

a.. Support the efforts now under way under enlightened Chinese leadership Lo
build Chinese universities in Asia. Given even a small start, they will
grow; they will draw students; they can draw on Chinese intellectuals
everywhere for teaching staffs; they will be supported by the overseas
communiticss ‘“Tuae US can do this with money. The USs has powel to speed
thie program in two key spots, in Singapore and 1in the Philippines. The
US can urge the UK to cease raising obstacles to the project now :
started in Singapore, to do this even berfore the pfocess of giving Singanore
self-rule is completed. The US has enormous influence with its friend

Magsaysay.

b. Netive Asisn governments, while resenting direct suggestions, pay great
heed to world comment and criticism from wrilters of repute. I. the world
press, scholarly magazines, dignified comment fromithe US, from the UK, &and
from Europe were to point out the folly and 'mdemo¢rat1c nature of drestic
economic discriminetion against the Oversecas Chinese,it would have a real,
effect on the current trend to unwise policies. It would not take great
effort to do this. ‘

¢. The US can invite Asian leaders to the US for travél and observation. This
is8 a procedure which can and should be expanded grgatly from its present
degree of implementation. o
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